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an opportunity to make observations of Sherman's methods of procedure, 

and his comments on the burning of Columbia, of which he was an eye 

witness, gives new confirmation to General Sherman's contention of 

innocence in regard to this event. 

"W. "W. Sweet 

Travels in the American colomes (1690-1783) Edited under the aus- 
pices of the National society of the colonial dames of America. By 
Newton D. Mereness. (New York: The Macmillan company, 1916. 
693 p. $3.00 net) 
In the selection of archival materials for publication in this interest- 
ing volume Mr. Mereness has performed a useful service for students of 
early western history. Of the eighteen records of travel which he has 
assembled fourteen are concerned in whole or in part with frontier ex- 
periences. On further analysis it appears that over half the collection 
is devoted to the neglected field of the southern frontier. This portion 
includes such materials as the journals of the South Carolina Indian 
agents among the Cherokee and Creek Indians on the eve of the estab- 
lishment of the march colony of Georgia; the report of a ranger under 
Oglethorpe during the Florida war, 1739-1742; the journal of the in- 
spector-general of Louisiana in 1722-1728; the narrative of a French 
voyagewr made captive by the Cherokee Indians in 1741 ; the record of a 
French officer who undertook to check English intrigue among the Choc- 
taw in 1746, the period of the Choctaw "civil war;" the journal of 
David Taitt, Superintendent John Stuart's deputy among the Creek 
Indians in 1772; and some part from each of the notable diaries of 
Lord Adam Gordon and Captain Harry Gordon, which cover the years 
of reconstruction in the west, 1764-1766. In these documents, and in 
Hamburgh's description of the Michigan-Illinois country in 1763; in 
Colonel William Fleming's two diaries of journeys to Kentucky in 1779- 
1780 and in 1783 ; and in the three Moravian journals of travel between 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina, the general reader will find much of 
geographical, ethnological, and social interest. For the special student 
of western history they will throw light on various aspects of the inter- 
colonial struggle, on the Indian trade, on the processes of settlement, 
and on the religious history of the frontier. The editor has increased 
the usefulness of the collection by introductions setting forth the pro- 
venience of each document and its historical bearing, by explanatory 
footnotes, and by a sufficiently full index. One can only regret that it 
was not found possible to add to this apparatus a few simple maps with 
indications of routes and places mentioned. 

In the main the work of translation (entrusted to several competent 
hands) as weU as that of editing has been well done. Most of the inac- 
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curacies noted have been found in the pages allotted to the southern 
frontier, and are to be explained in large part by the inadequacy of 
earlier research in this field and in the kindred one of the ethnology of 
the southern Indians. The date of the establishment of Fort Toulouse — 
a pivotal event in the intercolonial struggle in the south — is repeatedly 
given as 1714 (pp. 175, 200 note, 536 note), a year before the Indian 
rising against the English which made it possible, and two years before 
the Conseil de Marine actually authorized the planting of the post. 
Colonel Theophilus Hastings became, in 1716, the principal factor of 
the South Carolina Indian trade, not of the relatively insignificant North 
Carolina trade (p. 181, note). The extraordinary backwoods Utopian 
encountered by the voyageur Bonnefoy is rightly identified with Priber 
(p. 239) ; but it is an open question whether he was in fact engaged by 
the French to alienate the Cherokee from the English (certainly not in 
1736, for in 1735 he was already a resident of Charles Town) ; and in 
any case it is highly improbable that he was a Jesuit. "Pierre Albert" 
is a copyist's error for "Prive Albert," i.e., Priber. Not "Kashita" 
(properly Kasihta) but Cusawatee was designed as the seat of the 
Saxon's communistic republic. The Choctaw revolution did not occur 
in 1735 (p. 259) but ten years later. Again, the reference to the 
Georgia-South Carolina Indian trade dispute (p. 215) is hardly a fair 
statement of the merits of a complicated intercolonial controversy. In 
the identification of Indian place names Mr. Mereness seems to have 
followed, wisely, the Handbook of American Indians; but even this in- 
dispensable guide sometimes leads astray, especially when early eight- 
eenth century documents are in question. A collation of Colonel 
Chicken's journal (pp. 97-172) with the nearly contemporaneous man- 
uscript map of Hunter (1730) in the library of congress will make the 
course of the Indian agent more intelligible than the editor has suc- 
ceeded in doing. 

This is but to say that the history of the southern frontier largely 
remains to be written. Not the least service of this attractive volume 
is to call attention to some of its problems and possibilities. 

Vernee W. Crane 

Jeffersoman democracy in New England. By William A. Robinson, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of political science, Washington univer- 
sity. [Yale historical publications miscellany. III, issued under the 
direction of the department of history] (New Haven: Yale uni- 
versity press, London : Humphrey Milford, Oxford university press, 
1916. 190 p. $2.00 net) 
In his study of the Jeffersonian democracy in New England, Mr. Rob- 
inson has assembled and organized a mass of details out of reach of the 



